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Ah, techndogy. What can we dowith it, and wha
can we dowithout it? | was without phoneand
internet service for abou two weeks, and to the shock
and amazement of many people, | donot haveacdl
phoné How did | managefor dl tha time?

Those dmog two weeks on no techndogy were
actudly quite quiet and blissful. When the Qpower
came back onQ it was back to the Qat raceQof phone
cdls, checking emails, and doing research for my
classes. What alot of emails to check, too! 86in dll!

My joumey during this time was marked by reading
my subscription to the newspaper at thetable, and
not checking the news online.

| had unexpected visitors to my house to Gheck on
usOto see how we were daing.

My niece wrote me a thank you note since shecoud
not cal me.

It was different in agood way, unlike theice storm of
this past December when we were withou eectricity;
that isacompletely different story!

All of thisreflectionis theresult of this newdetter
topic: writing prompts based on techndogy and our
dependence or lack there of, and how to write an
essay.

These topics can aso be used for conversation. Many
times | develop writing prompts and through
discussion with thedlass, the topic Qakes on alife of
its ownQand it becomes modfied. Please fed freeto

An tha cama hara




Writing Topics Dealing with Technology
Wha types of technology doyou us onadaly basis?

Wha would you doif you could not use your cell phone
for oneweek, or more?

Wha would you doif you could notuse your internet or
email service for aweek or more?

How would you communicate with peopleif you did not
have cell phoneservice, email service, accessto your
computer, or use of a @and lineOtelephon&

How longwould you GurviveQif you did nothave theuse
of your cell phoneor computer?

Isit different to deal with theloss of alandline phoneand
internet service during an ice storm as compared to
downed service for no other reason than Ot just
happened?

How would you communicate with the phonecompany
and internet company when you do not have these
conveniences at home?

Has your computer ever Grashed® How did you dedl
with this?




The Five-Paragraph Essay

Introduction:

Introductory Paragraph

See, first, Writing Introductory Paragraphs for different ways of getting your reader
involved in your essay. Theintrodudory paragraph should also indudethethesis
statement, a kind of mini-outinefor the pgoer: it tellsthereader what the essay is about
Thelast sentence of this paagraph mug also contain atrangtiond "hook" which moves
thereader to thefirst paragraph of the bodyof the pgper.

Body:
Body — First paragraph:

Thefirst paragraph of thebody should contain the strongest argument, mog significant
example, cleverest illudration, or an obviousbeginning point. Thefirst sentence of this
paragraph should indudethe"reverse hook" which tiesin with thetrandtiond hookat
theend of theintrodudory paragraph. Thetopic for this paragraph should bein thefirst
or second sentence. Thistopic should relate to thethesis statement in theintrodudory
paragraph. Thelast sentence in this paragraph should indudeatrangtiond hookto tie
into the second paragraph of thebody.

Body — Second paragraph:

The second paragraph of the body should contain the second strongest argument, second
mog significant example, second cleverest illudration, or an obviousfollow upthefirst
paagraphin thebody. Thefirst sentence of this paragraph should indudethereverse
hookwhich tiesin with thetrandtiond hookat theend of thefirst paragraph of the body.
Thetopic for this paragraph should bein thefirst or second sentence. This topic should
relate to thethesis statement in theintrodudory paragraph. Thelast sentence in this
paragraph should indudeatrangtiond hookto tieinto thethird paragraph of the body.

Body — Third paragraph:

Thethird paragraph of thebody should contain theweakest argument, weakest example,
weakest illudration, or an obviousfollow up to the second paragraph in thebody. The
first sentence of this paagraph should indudethereverse hookwhich tiesin with the
trangtiond hookat the end of the second paragraph. Thetopic for this paragraph should
bein thefirst or second sentence. This topic should relate to thethesis statement in the
introdudory paragraph. Thelast sentence in this paragraph should indudeatrangtiond
conduding hooktha signdsthereader tha thisisthefind major point beéng madein
this pgoer. Thishookaso leadsinto thelast, or conduding, paragraph.



P

Conclusion:

Concluding paragraph:

This paragraph should indudethefollowing:

1. analusonto thepatern used in theintrodudory paragraph,

2. arestatement of thethesis statement, usng some of theorigind language or
languayetha "echoes' theorigind languaye (Therestatement, however, mug not

beaduplicate thesis statement.)

W

A Sample Paper

Stephen King, creator of such
stories as Carrie and Pet Sematary,
stated tha the Edga Allan Poe
stories heread as a child gave him
theingiration andingruction he
needed to become thewriter tha he
is. “Poeg as does Stephen King, fills
thereader'simagination with the
images tha hewishes thereader to
see, hear, andfedl. "His use of vivid,
conaete visud imagery to present
both static and dynamic settingsand
to describe peopleis pat of his
technigue ‘Poés short story "The
Tell-TaleHeart" isa story abouta
youngman who kills an old man
who cares for him, dismembers the
corpse, then goes mad when he
thinks he hears the old man'sheart
beating beneath thefloor boards
unde hisfeet as hesitsand
discusses theold man'sabsence
with thepolice. “In"TheTell-Tale
Heart," a careful reader can observe
Poés skillful manipulation of the
Senses.

Thesense of sight, theprimary
sensg, is particularly susceptible to

asummary of thethree main points from the bodyof the paper.
afind statement that givesthereader signdstha the discussion has come to an
end. (Thisfind statement may bea"call to action" in an persuasive paper.)

The introductory paragraph
indudes a paraphrase of something
said by afamouspersonin order to
get thereade's attention. The
second sentence leads up to the
thesis statement which is thethird
sentence. Thethes's statement
(sentence 3) presents topic of the
paper to thereader and provides a
mini- outline Thetopic is Poésuse
of visud imagery. The mini- outline
tellsthereader that this paper will
present Po€s use of imagery in three
placesin hiswriting: (1) description
of static setting; (2) description of
dynamic setting; and (3) description
of aperson. Thelast sentence of the
paragraph uses thewords
"manipulation” and "senses’ as
trandtiond hooks

In thefirst sentence of the second
paragraph (first paragraph of the



manipulation.’In"TheTell-Tale
Heart," Poeusesthefollowing
imageto describe a static scene
"Hisroomwas as black as pitch
with thethick darkness. . ." Poe
used thewords"black," "pitch,” and
"thick darkness' not only to show
thereader the condition of theold
man'sroom, but also to make the
reader feel thedarkness." *"'Thick"
isaword tha isnotusudly
assodated with color (darkness), yet
inugngit, Poestimulates the
reader's sense of feeling aswell as
his sense of sight

Further onin thestory, Poeusesa
couple of wordsthat cross notonly
the sense of sightbut also thesense
of feeling to describeadynamic
scene “Theyouth in the story has
been standing in the open doomvay
of the old man'sroomfor along
time, waiting for jus theright
moment to reveal himself to theold
man in order to frighten him. “Poe
writes: "So | opened it [thelantern
opening]--you cannotimagine how
stealthily, stealthily--until, at length,
asingle dim ray, like thethread of
the spider, shotfrom outthecrevice
andfell full uponthevulture eye.”

By usng the metaphorof the thread
of the spider (which we all knowis
a creepy creature) and theword
"shot," Poeamog makes thereader
gasp, as surely did theold man
whos oneblind eye the youngman
describes as "thevulture eye.”

Thereader does not know much
aboutwhat the old man in this story
looks like except tha hehas one
blind eye. “In the second paragraph
of "TheTell-Tale Heart," Poe
establishestheyoungman's

body) thewords"sens" and
"manipulation” are used to hook
into theend of theintrodudory
paagraph. Thefirst pat of the
second sentence provides thetopic
for this paagraph--imagery in a
static scene. Then a quottionfrom
"TheTell-Tale Heart" is presented
and briefly discussed. Thelast
sentence of this paragraph uses the
expressions”sense of feeling” and
"sense of sight’ as hodks for leading
into thethird paragraph.

Thefirst sentence of thethird
paragraph (second paragraph of
the body) uses thewords"sense of
sight' and "sense of feeling” to hook
back into the previousparagraph.
Note that in the second paragraph
"feeling” camefirst, andin this
paragraph"sight' comesfirst. The
first sentence also indudes thetopic
for this paagraph--imagery in a
dynamic scene Agan, aquotation
istaken fromthe story, anditis
briefly discussed. Thelast sentence
usesthewords"oneblind eye"
which was in the quottion. This
expression provides thetrangtiond
hookfor thelast paragraphin the
body of the paper.

In thefirst sentence of thefourth
paagraph (third paragraph in the
body), "oneblind eye" is used tha
hooksinto the previousparagraph.
Thisfirst sentence also letsthe
reader know tha this paragraph will



obsessionwith that blind eye when
hewrites: "He had the eye of the
vulture--apde blueeye, with afilm
ove it." “This"vulture eye" is
evoked over and over again inthe
story until thereader becomes as
obsessed with it as does theyoung
man. ‘His use of thevivid, conaete
word "vulture" establishes a specific
imagein themind of thereader that
isinescapable.

"Thick darkness,” "thread of the
spider,” and "vulture eye" are three
images tha Poeused in "TheTell-
Tale Heart” to stimulate areader's
senses. “Poewanted thereader to
see andfed redl life. "He used
conaete imagery rather than vague
abdract wordsto describe settings
and people. “If Edga Allan Poewas
oneof Stephen King'steachers, then
readers of King owe a debt of
gratitudeto tha nineteenth-century
creator of horror stories.

deal with descriptionsof people: ". .
. what theold man lookslike. . .."
Once agan Poeis quoid and
discussed. Thelast sentence usesthe
word "image' which hooksinto the
last paragraph. (It is lessimportant
that this paragraph has ahooksince
thelast paagraphisgoingto
indudea summary of the body of
the pager.)

Thefirst sentence of the
concluding paragraph ussthe
princdpd wordsfromthe quogtions
from each paragraph of the body of
the pgper. This summarizes those
three paragraph. The secondand
third sentences provide obervations
which can also beconsdered a
summary, notonly of the content of
the pgper, but also offers persond
opinion which was logically drawn
astheresult of this study. Thelast
sentence returnsto theEdga Allan
Poe Stephen King relationship
which began this pgoer. This
sentence also provides a "wrap-up”
and gives the pgoer a sense of
findity.

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/GRAMMAR/five pa.htm
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